AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
1. (Currently amended) A post, comprising: 

an elongate ground piercing member having a ground piercing end and an anvil end at 
which is positioned an anvil, the anvil having a first striking face and a second striking face, the 
second striking face being opposed to the first striking face; 

a tubular housing having a first end, a second end, and an interior cavity, the anvil being 
positioned within the interior cavity of the housing with the ground piercing member extending 
through the second end of the housing; 

a first hammer positioned at the first end of the housing, such that relative axial 
movement of the ground piercing member and the housing brings the first hammer into contact 
with the first striking face of the anvil to drive the ground piercing end of the ground piercing 

member into the ground; 

a second hammer positioned at the second end of the housing, such that relative axial 
movement of the ground piercing member and the housing brings the second hammer into contact 
with the second striking face of the anvil to remove the ground piercing end of the ground piercing 
member from the ground; and 

a lock engaging the ground piercing member and the housing to selectively limit relative 
axial movement of the ground piercing member and the housing to prevent the second hammer 
from contacting the second striking face of the anvil , the lock including a transverse passage spaced 
from the first end of the housing which is adapted to receive a locking pin, the locking pin engaging 
the anvil end of the ground piercing member to limit relative axial movem ent of the ground piercing 
member and the housing, the transverse passage being laterally spaced from the ground piercing 
member and underlying the anvil such that the locking pin permi ts relative rotational movement of 
the ground piercing member and the housing, while engaging the anv il to limit relative axial 
movement of the ground piercing member and the housing . 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Cancelled) 
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4. (Original) The post as defined in Claim 1, wherein means is provided to attach a 
tethering line adjacent to the second end of the housing. 

5. (Currently amended) The post as defined in Claim [[2]] 1, wherein the locking pin 
has a remote end which has an aperture adapted to receive a padlock. 

6. (Original) A post, comprising: 

an elongate ground piercing member having a ground piercing end and an anvil end at 
which is positioned an anvil, the anvil having a first striking face and a second striking face; 

a tubular housing having a first end, a second end, and an interior cavity, the anvil being 
positioned within the interior cavity of the housing with the ground piercing member extending 

through the second end of the housing; 

a first hammer positioned at the first end of the housing, such that relative axial 
movement of the ground piercing member and the housing brings the first hammer into contact 
with the first striking face of the anvil to drive the ground piercing end of the ground piercing 

member into the ground; 

a second hammer positioned at the second end of the housing, such that relative axial 
movement of the ground piercing member and the housing brings the second hammer into 
contact with the second striking face of the anvil to remove the ground piercing end of the 

ground piercing member from the ground; 

a first transverse passage adapted to receive a locking pin being spaced from the first end 
of the housing, the transverse passage being laterally spaced from the ground piercing member 
and underlying the anvil such that the locking pin permits relative rotational movement of the 
ground piercing member and the housing, while engaging the anvil to limit relative axial 
movement of the ground piercing member and the housing to prevent the second hammer from 
contacting the second striking face of the anvil; and 

an attachment tab positioned adjacent to the second end of the housing, the attachment 
tab having an opening adapted for attachment of a tethering line for an animal. 
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7. (Currently amended) The post as defined in Claim 6, in combination with a 
tethering line, wherein a portion of the tethering line positioned immediately adjacent to the 

animal is covered by a rigidifying sleeve. 

8. (Original) The post as defined in Claim 6, wherein the locking pin has a remote 

end which has an aperture adapted to receive a padlock. 

9. (Currently amended) The post as defined in Claim 6, wherein a second transverse 
passage is provided which extends through both the housing and the piercing member, thereby 
gggag^ such that the locking pin when extende d through the second transverse passage engages 
the anvil end of the ground piercing member to limit relative rotational movement of the ground 
piercing member and the housing while limiting relative axial movement of the ground piercing 
member and the housing to prevent the second hammer from contacting the second striking face of 



the anvil. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 



(Cancelled) 

(Cancelled) 

(Withdrawn) 

(Withdrawn) 

(Withdrawn) 
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